Purified uteroglobin lacks anti-proteinase activity.
Rabbit uteroglobin was purified from both uterine fluids and lung lavages by a combination of gel filtration and ion-exchange column chromatography. Anti-trypsin and anti-papain activities were measured in the fractions of the eluates. Anti-proteinase activities were detected in minor contaminants eluting close to the uteroglobin peak but the protein itself was devoid of anti-proteinase activity. Ion-exchange-purified uteroglobin also lacked inhibitory activity of elastase, chymotrypsin or subtilisin. The presence of contaminants could explain the anti-proteinase activity reported occasionally for uteroglobin.